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OUR NEW AMBASSADOR 

Irish Navy visits Boston 

Ambassador Geraldine Byrne Nason assumed her role as Ireland’s 19th 

Ambassador to the United States in August 2022. Geraldine was  

Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Ireland to the United 

Nations in New York  (2017- 22). Previously, she served as Ambassador 

to France (2014-17), Second Secretary General in the Department of the 

Taoiseach (Prime Minister) (2011-14), Ambassador and Ireland’s Deputy 

Permanent Representative to the EU (2005-11), and Director of the  

National Forum on Europe (2004-05). During her career, Ambassador 

Byrne Nason has served in Brussels, New York, Paris, Vienna and  

Helsinki. As Second Secretary-General in the Department of the  

Taoiseach from 2011-2014, she was the highest ranking female public 

servant in Ireland. During that period, she also was Secretary General 

of Ireland’s Economic Management Council. 

On her arrival in New York, Ambassador Byrne Nason led Ireland’s successful campaign for a seat on the 

United Nations Security Council, and led the New York Security Council team for the 2021-2022 term. 

Geraldine was Chair of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) for 2018 and 2019. 

She has also co-chaired high-level political negotiations on the hundredth anniversary of the birth of  

Nelson Mandela and on the ‘Samoa pathway’ for Small Island Developing States. A native of County 

Louth, in 2020 Ambassador Byrne Nason was awarded the Freedom of Drogheda, the town’s highest  

honor and was the third woman to receive the award of its 35 recipients. In 2014, Geraldine was elected a 

Member of the Royal Irish Academy, Ireland’s highest academic honor. Ambassador Byrne Nason holds an 

Honorary Doctorate of Law from Maynooth University as well as Master’s and Bachelor’s degrees in  

Literature from Saint Patrick’s College in Maynooth (NUIM). Ambassador Byrne Nason is married and has 

one son. Many of the Boston Irish community were delighted to meet Ambassador Nason in Boston on her 

first official duty in the United States.  

The Irish Naval Ship L.É. James Joyce docked in             

Boston recently welcoming  hundreds of visitors and 

hosting several receptions throughout its stay.            

Perhaps the moist poignant moment of the visit was 

when the crew stopped to pay respect at the  

Deer Island Famine Memorial where 800 Irish citizens 

died in quarantine during the Great Famine of the 1840s. 

More photos of the official visit can be 

found on Page 17 



Dear Friends, 

 

I just realized that today, September 21 is World Gratitude Day!  Here at the IPC we have  

reasons to be grateful every day and we say thank you often because our community really is so 

supportive. We are always grateful and appreciative – go raibh mile maith agaibh! 

  

As summer fades away, we are delighted to introduce a robust fall schedule including new  

programs for Sunday afternoons. We are also very much looking forward to the return of our Mother and           

Toddler group as it’s been quite some time since we gathered together. 

Details of our fall events are listed on pages 14 and 15.  

  

We were delighted to board the Irish Naval vessel LE James Joyce where we got to meet and welcome our new 

Ambassador Geraldine Byrne Nason. We enjoyed the warm hospitality extended to us on board and we enjoyed 

meeting the crew who served delicious Shepherds Pie, Clonakilty pudding and sausages and stew and all of the 

ingredients came from home! We were also spoiled with Clonakilty pudding and sausages! 

As the ship left Boston it paused at Deer Island honoring the 800 Irish souls buried there which was a poignant 

gesture. We will host a mass on Deer Ireland on Sunday October 16th at 3 PM and hope you can join us. 

  

We launch our brand new Young at Heart program on Tuesday October 11th at St Jerome’s in Weymouth- 

know you are welcome!! It’s a nice way to spend a weekly afternoon. 

Also, if you would like to learn about the Medicare process, please see page 6 to register for 1 to 1                             

appointments. 

  

Happy Fall to all, 

Mind yourselves 

Mary 
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Happy Feet! 
New students at Forbes Academy in Quincy  

tapping their way to future  

World Dance championships!  

Best of luck to all dancers in this upcoming  

Feis season.  

Special thanks to Trudy Hynes for bringing some beautiful 
Fall Mums for our offices—thank you Trudy! 
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Sports Quiz Answers:  

(1) Westmeath (2) 1937 & 1984 (3) Four  (4) 2010 (5) Tommy Dunne  (6) 2005 (7) Ben O’ Connor (8) 2016 

  THIS PAGE IS SPONSORED  BY JOHN FLAHERTY 

Bidding Farewell to Paddy 
After almost one year of service at the Irish Pastoral Centre, Patrick Davoren,  

or as we call him, ‘Paddy’, is moving on to new horizons.  

Since joining the team in November of 2021, Paddy has created the IPC Ciorcal 

Comhrá, Served as Coordinator for the J1 Summer Program, helped maintain and  

update our website, designed ample amounts of graphics for social media and print, 

grown our social media following, laid out our Newsletter, all the while keeping in mind 

the core values of the organization. Paddy and his girlfriend Aisling are relocating to  

Central Florida at the end of September. He will continue to work remotely for a short 

period until he begins his new career as a Sound Technician at the Magic Kingdom in 

Walt Disney World. The IPC is very grateful to Paddy and we certainly wish the lovely 

couple a great adventure! 

It’s a Small World After All… 

Thank You Maudy! 
 

All of us here at the Pastoral Centre extend our best 

wishes to Maudy Dooher as she moves on from the 

Irish Cultural Center. A great friend to all, the 

broader Irish community organizations will miss 

Maudy’s expertise, her vision, her wonderful ability 

to bring people together and her warm smile!                                        

Thanks Maudy for your  support and  friendship!  

Photo: Irish Cultural Center’s Maudy Dooher 

alongside ICC President Martina Curtin 

 

Go n-éirí an bóthar leat 

https://wildgoosestudio.com/products/go-neiri
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Norwood Irish Music Club 

Norwood Irish Music Club members dancing their way 

into a new season!  

What a great time at the Norwood Irish  

Music Clubs opening night for the 2022/2023 season.  

Over 90 guests danced the night away to the music of 

Kathy and the Irish Americans. There was no winner for 

the membership raffle which will be carried over into next 

month. 50/50 raffle prizes drawn on the night were won by 

Catherine Laaskso; Phil Burt; Peter McDonough and  

Philomena Keaney. The Club is delighted to welcome new 

members John Caufield, Karen Thornton, and Sean 

Roche. Save the date for their next dance on October 15 

with John Connors & The Irish Express.  

Christmas Crafts Fair 
On Saturday December 3rd, 2022 the Ladies of the  

IPC Knitting Club and Friends will be holding a  

Christmas Craft Fair in the IPC Community Room.  

Featuring handmade trinkets and treats, this will be a 

lovely social occasion that celebrates and honors the 

Christmas Spirit in the Irish tradition: through giving, 

singing, and celebrating as a community!  More details to 

follow in future editions, but in the meantime, if you 

would like to get involved—please join us for Knitting 

Club! Yarn provided!  

The Club meets every Thursday from 11:00 AM-1:00 PM.  

If you would like more information please feel free to call 

us at 617-265-5300 and ask for Jennifer.  

A Message to our County Associations 

If you would like to hold your monthly meetings here at the 

Centre, please call Mary at 617 265 5300 
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Celebrating Catherine Shannon: Navigating Historical Crosscurrents  

in the Irish Atlantic 

To mark the publication of Navigating Historical Crosscurrents in the Irish 

Atlantic: Essays for Catherine B. Shannon (Cork University Press, 2022), and 

Shannon’s scholarship on Modern Irish and Irish American history and  

steadfast advocacy for peace in Northern Ireland, Burns Library has  

collaborated with BC’s Irish Studies program, the Charitable Irish Society, 

and Eire Society of Boston in hosting a book launch and reception honoring  

Shannon on September 21st at Boston College. Catherine is Professor Emerita 

of history at Westfield State University and a past president of the Charitable 

Irish Society. Among the many prizes and recognitions, she has received for 

her work, the Eire Society of Boston presented her with its Gold Medal Award 

in 2015. Copies of this book are available online at corkuniversitypress.com 

2022 Boston Irish Honors 
The Boston Irish Magazine has announced the names of three 

distinguished persons who have accepted an invitation to be 

2022 honorees at the Boston Irish Honors luncheon on  

Friday, October 28, 2022 at  Boston’s Seaport Hotel.  

 

They are: 

- Jon Cronin, President & CEO, Cronin Development 

- Mary Swanton, Director, Irish Pastoral Centre 

- Jerry York, Head Coach, Boston College Hockey (Retired)  

Congratulations to all honorees, including our own  

Executive Director, Mary Swanton!  

Shannon Airport and Tourism Ireland Visit Boston 

Ireland has unveiled a new $1 million campaign to promote direct flights from the United States to Shannon  

Airport.  As part of the campaign, Tourism Ireland and the Shannon Airport Group hosted a Sept 15 event for key 

travel trade and media contacts in Boston. Pictured are: Paul McDonough, Tourism Ireland; Dan Irvine, Shannon 

Airport Group; Gilliam Griffin, Adare Manor Hotel & Gold Resort; Edel Vaughan, Doolin Ferry Company; Maura 

Larson, Caherconnell Fort & Sheepdog Demonstration; Mary Considine, The Shannon Group; Alison Metcalfe, VP, 

Tourism Ireland; Siobhan McManamy, Tourism Ireland; Ruth Vaughan, The Savoy Hotel; Adrienne O’Flynn, 

Shannon Heritage; Jarlath O’Dwyer, Burren Ecotourism Network; and Dana Welch, Tourism Ireland.  

(Tourism Ireland photo).  Courtesy—Boston Irish Magazine 

https://www.corkuniversitypress.com/Navigating-Historical-Crosscurrents-in-the-Irish-A-p/9781782054993.htm
https://www.corkuniversitypress.com/Navigating-Historical-Crosscurrents-in-the-Irish-A-p/9781782054993.htm
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IPC Launches Medicare Support Program SHINE 
SHINE (Serving the Health Insurance Needs of Everyone) is a program that provides free 

health insurance information, counseling and assistance with Medicare.  SHINE helps 

those who are new to Medicare understand the many options, when to enroll, and which 

options might best meet their needs. SHINE also helps older adults and individuals with 

disabilities in understanding their Medicare and MassHealth benefits, including Medicare 

Part A, Part B, and Part D; Medigap insurance, Medicare Advantage, prescription drug 

programs, and other programs. A SHINE Counselor will be on site at the Irish Pastoral 

Center on the dates noted below. An appointment is necessary. To schedule an  

appointment, please contact Peggy Conneely, at 617-265-5300. 

Wed. Oct. 19, 10am-1pm 

Wed. Nov. 9, 1-4pm  

Monday, Dec. 5 10am-1pm 

IPC Senior Programs Resume 
We held our first Senior Programs of the fall season, and there’s no better way to kick off the Coffee Groups than  

with Mossy Coughlan! Mossy had everyone dancing and involved, and even got IPC Staff Members; 

Mary Swanton and Paddy Davoren up for a song!  
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Saint Augustine of Hippo (354-430) 
Born in 354 in Algeria, Augustine was critical of the Christian faith. It was not until he 

studied rhetoric and philosophy that he was converted to Christianity and baptized. 

Returning to Africa as a respected scholar, he lived in a religious community, and  

eventually became bishop of Hippo. Below is a poem from the confessions of  

St. Augustine:  

Late have I loved you, O Beauty ever ancient, ever new,  

late have I loved you!  

You were within me, but I was without, and without I sought you.  

Deformed, I ran after the forms of beauty which you have made 

You were with me, but I was not with you!  

Those things held me back from you. Things whose only being is to be with you.  

You called, you cried, you broke through my deafness.   

You flashed, you shone, you chased away my blindness.  

You became fragrant, I inhaled and now I sigh for you.  

I tasted you, and now I hunger and thirst for you.  

You touched me, and now I burn for your embrace.  

August 27th + 28th.  
 God chose the foolish of the world to shame the wise.  
        1 Corinthians 1:27 
The Saints of August 27 and 28th are two of the smartest people in Christian history:  

St. Monica and her son St. Augustine. Where would Western Christianity be without their contributions to our 

faith? Monica spent years doing nothing to help her son except praying (in reluctant obedience to a priest she  

consulted). Augustine gave up career, marriage, connections, reputation to become Christian– to spend the rest of 

his life laboring for God’s people. Foolish… in a way that shames us when we are too “wise” to surrender to God—

to follow not our own brilliance but the strange and wonderful light of Christ.  

- Mary Marrocco 

St. Monica(332-387) 
 I did have one reason for wanting to 
 live longer: to see you become a 
 Catholic Christian before I died.  
 God has lavished his gifts on me in 
 that respect.  
 St. Monica, to her son before her death.  
A Christian in North Africa, she married and 

had three children. Through her example, her 

husband, Patricius, became a Christian, and 

she prayed for the conversion of her son  

Augustine, who had abandoned his Christian 

faith. Monica met Augustine in Milan, Italy, 

where he had met Bishop Ambrose and been 

baptized. She died during their return trip to 

Africa, saying all her hopes had been fulfilled. 

May we also never give up encouraging the 

spiritual journeys of love.  

 The Tears of Monica watered the Heart of Augustine 
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News from Ireland 
Cavan Schools benefit from Boston's Irish American Partnership  

honoring new IAP Ambassador  
Two national schools in West Cavan benefitted from grants of 

€10,000 each this week as a new partnership teed-off  

between star golfer Leona Maguire and the Irish Amercian 

Partnership.The Irish American Partnership awarded 

€10,000 grants to St Patrick’s National School in Corlough 

and St Patrick’s National School in Castletara in honour of 

Leona’s parents Declan and Breda Maguire, who are  

principals of the two primary schools. Leona, who is now  

officially an ambassador for the Partnership, proudly 

 presented the two grants at the launch event, which took 

place on Monday, August 15. The allocation was through the partnership’s hallmark O’Neill Direct Grants to 

Schools Program. 

  THIS PAGE IS  SPONSORED BY KATHI SULLIVAN 

BROOKS BROUGHT TO TEARS AS 400,000 ATTEND FIVE NIGHTS IN CROKER 

For the first time since 1997, Garth Brooks played Croke Park. The shows took place over 

two weekends in September. 1 in 10 Irish people were in attendance. To prepare for the 

long-awaited return, the singer lost 50 pounds—rendering him as fit as ‘97 to deliver a 

high octane performance. Overwhelmed with emotion, Brooks was brought to tears by his 

fans and vowed to return to play a national tour of Ireland. He has since gone on to label 

himself a proud “culchie” and proclaimed “Ireland; my favorite place to sing”.  

A Reflection of Queen Elizabeth II’s visit to Ireland – The Irish Post 
It was the first visit by a reigning British monarch to the area that is 

now the Republic of Ireland since the 1911 tour by Elizabeth's  

grandfather King George V, when the entire island of Ireland was still 

part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

While there, she visited the Guinness Storehouse, the National War 

Memorial Gardens, among other places, and a state dinner was held at 

Dublin Castle. The following is an excerpt from the Queen’s speech at 

Dublin Castle: “There are other stories written daily across these is-

lands which do not find their voice in solemn pages of history books, or  

newspaper headlines, but which are at the heart of our shared  

narrative. Many British families have members who live in this  

country, as many Irish families have close relatives in the  

United Kingdom. These families share the two islands; they have  

visited each other and have come home to each other over the years. They are the ordinary people who yearned for 

the peace and understanding we now have between our two nations and between the communities within those two 

nations; a living testament to how much in common we have. These ties of family, friendship and affection are our 

most precious resource. They are the lifeblood of the partnership across these islands, a golden thread that runs 

through all our joint successes so far, and all we will go on to achieve. They are a reminder that we have much to 

do together to build a future for all our grandchildren: the kind of future our grandparents could only dream of. So 

we celebrate together the widespread spirit of goodwill and deep mutual understanding that has served to make 

the relationship more harmonious, close as good neighbors should always be. They are the lifeblood of the  

partnership across these islands, a golden thread that runs through all our joint successes so far, and all we will go 

on to achieve. They are a reminder that we have much to do together to build a future for all our grandchildren: the 

kind of future our grandparents could only dream of. So we celebrate together the widespread spirit of goodwill and 

deep mutual understanding that has served to make the relationship more harmonious, close as good neighbors 

should always be”. 

Former President of Ireland McAleese with 

Queen Elizabeth and Prince Phillip 
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Senior Spotlight 

IPC NEWSLETTER COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT 
If you know someone who would like to be featured in our Community Spotlight,                                                                                  

please reach out to Paddy Davoren—pdavoren@ipcboston.org or call the office at 617 265 5300 

Meet Mary Kennedy: The Sligo Centenarian 
Mary Kennedy was born on  March 4th, 1922 in Tubbercurry, Co Sligo. Now 100 years old, and thanks to the help 

of her daughter Mary Gabriel, we interviewed the Centenarian to talk about her life over the past century.  

She loves animals, has a grá for Gaelic Football and hurling, knows her way around a deck of cards when it’s time 

to play 25, can carry a tune quite well and loves going out to eat when she’s not sitting on the porch watching the 

world go by!  

Mary is one of five Children. Three boys, and two girls. Mary is the youngest of the five, and the only one to  

emigrate to the United States.  

Growing up, Mary attended Moylough National school where Mary’s granny was a primary school teacher for a 

number of years before she herself attended. She then went on to further her studies in secondary school at the 

Marist Convent in Tubbercurry. During her Intermediate Year exam she received two honours in Irish and Maths!  

Not only did Mary have the cúpla focal, but she had the sums to boot!  

Things went awry in secondary school when her brother of twenty-three years passed away unexpectedly.  

He was working in England at the time and died in a work accident. He was sending money home to help with 

Mary’s education, and at the cost of six pounds per year . (Adjusted for inflation this would be $500 per year).  

Money like this was not commonly available so Mary had to grow up fast.  

Mary stayed at home and worked on the farm for three years. In 1941, she went to work in England at 19 years 

old where she started nursing school one year later. After nursing school she went to Nottingham General  

Hospital in England where she was made a “Sister” upon completion of her training. The term “Sister” means a 

supervisory nurse in charge of a ward.  

Mary married her husband Denis in 1947 and left nursing. At that time—if you were married you had to leave 

nursing. “I missed nursing for a very long time afterwards—I really enjoyed it” said Mary.  

She and her husband moved to London soon thereafter and in February of 1958, they were blessed with their first 

born daughter, Anne. In August of 1948, they went back to Dublin where they went on to have two more  

daughters, Kathleen, and Mary Gabrielle, and a son, Patrick. They lived for ten years in Dublin. “I really liked 

Dublin—we lived in Rathfarnham in a house that my husband built”.  

March 28, 1958 it was time to move to Boston where Mary still lives 

today, and has been for the last 64 years.  

She went on to welcome a further two children here, Denis and Michael. 

Michael unfortunately died in 2014.  

Mary often misses Ireland, but she still loves her Boston community. 

She can’t see herself anywhere else, Mary said “The people here are 

very friendly and keep you in touch with home”.  

When asked about her current occupation, Mary said: 

“Being a Centenarian!”.  

With all that age, surely comes Wisdom and Mary has lots to share. 

“Have a lot of fun and don’t get married too early. Stick with whatever 

you do; see it through without failing; do your best to attain it.  

Play sports… especially camogie”.  

 

She went on to tell to the future generations: 

 

•  Don’t ever get too old (Over 80),  

• Don’t get married ‘til your thirties 

• Keep in touch with friends over the years they are a true blessing 

• Always remember the power of prayer 

• Pray that Sligo will FINALLY WIN an All-Ireland!  



In Loving Memory 
We remember those in our community who have recently passed away. Our thoughts and prayers and 
with all the bereaved families, and we hope that in time lovely memories will surround them.   
Eternal rest grant unto them oh lord, and let your perpetual light shine upon them.  
May they Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory 
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August 5, 2022, Mary (Larkin) Coen, Dedham, County Galway 

August 7, 2022, Sara Elizabeth Kelly, Boston, County Galway 

August 10, 2022, Christine Hart Wagonfeild, Walpole, County Kildare 

August 15, 2022, Nancy (Coyle) O’Brien, Chestnut Hill, County Roscommon 

August 16, 2022, Margaret M. Fallon, Milton, County Mayo 

August 20, 2022, Joseph McCormack, Lowell, County Roscommon 

August 22, 2022, Angela (Barry) Buckley, Dorchester, County Cork 

August 31, 2022, Margaret “Peggy” (Moore) Roach, Westwood, County Roscommon 

August 31, 2022, Peter Conroy Lacey, Dorchester, County Wexford 

August 31, 2022, Mary E. Sweeney, Jamaica Plain, County Galway 

September 3, 2022, Maureen Frances (Mahoney) Devine, Roslindale, County Cork 

September 3, 2022, Bridget “Bridie” M. Kelly, Dorchester, County Galway 

September 5, 2022, Peter McHenry, Needham, County Dublin 

September 10, 2022, Philip Michael Lavelle, Jamaica Plain, County Mayo 

September 11, 2022, George R. O’Malley, Jamaica Plain, County Galway 

September 15, 2022, Mary A. (Joyce) McFadden, Dorchester, County Galway  

 
 
 
 
 
 

MONTHS MIND MASS  
FOR  

Peter Conroy Lacey 
 

Friday September 30th,  
Saint Brendan’s Church 

At 7pm 
Adored and much loved son of Roseann Lacey & Martin 

Conroy and loving grandson of the late Peter & Rosie 

Leacy.  

Remembering IPC Volunteer Mary McFadden 

RIP 
Mary A. (Joyce) McFadden Of        

Dorchester, formerly of Muckinagh, 

Co. Galway, Ireland, passed away 

peacefully surrounded by her family 

on September 15, 2022. Mary was the 

beloved wife of the late John J. 

McFadden (Ret. B.F.D.) and devoted 

daughter of the late Kate and Patrick 

Joyce. She was the loving twin sister 

of Kathleen Sullivan, and the late  

Michael Joyce, and Bridie Leahy.                                                       

As  "Auntie Mary" she was adored by many loving nieces and 

nephews. Mary is aslo survived by many cherished cousins and 

friends, both here and in Ireland. As an active volunteer here at 

the Pastoral Centre, Mary will always be remembered for her 

sunny disposition, great conversations and fun and above all for 

for kind and caring heart. 

Family and friends gathered at O’Connor funeral home prior to 

her funeral mass at St Brendan’s church in Dorchester. Mary 

was laid to rest at Cedar Grove Cemetery. 

“Ar dheis de go raibh a hanam” 
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Fadó Fadó – Long Ago in Galway 
Tobar Éanna, St Enda’s Well, Barna Woods  
By Tom Kenny Galway Advertiser 

In many cases, ancient folklore linked holy wells with a god, a 

goddess, a mythical creature, or a serpent; they were places of 

pagan worship which were at odds with Christianity. Ever since 

medieval times, efforts have been made to stop well-worshipping 

and to Christianise them. Many townlands have a water source 

that has been marked out for special devotion, most of them being 

allied to a particular saint. These are usually sanctuaries within 

the landscape, threshold sites that enable us to step back from the 

hullabaloo of daily existence and allow us to access something 

grander and otherworldly, something infinite and unknown. 

How did they become holy? Some go back thousands of years, 

others are more recent. Does the allure come from the water itself 

or the location? We probably visit our well because our fathers and 

grandfathers did before us. Some are thought to cure specific 

ailments that conventional medicine finds hard to tackle.  

People often left buttons, medals, brooches, scapulars, and Rosary beads as offerings.  

The well provided a respite, a piece of calm. 

On the road down to Silverstrand in Barna, there is a well, in on the left, dedicated to St Enda. Enda was a warrior 

prince of Oriel and when his father died, he became king. His sister Fanchea was an abbess whom he used to visit. 

She was always trying to convert him from his life of violence, and finally he agreed to this on condition that she let 

him have a beautiful young girl who lived in the convent as his wife. He had fallen in love with this young girl, but 

she died before he got there and Enda realised that he too would one day face death and judgement, and so he 

became a Christian and studied to be a priest. He sought a place where he could have uninterrupted communion 

with god and nature and eventually settled on the Aran Islands. He created the first monastery in Ireland there in 

1484. 

He often spent the night by the woods in Barna while on his way to or from the islands, and legend has it that the 

well sprang up there as he prayed. Great faith was put in the healing powers of the well water, it was supposed to 

have beneficial effects for those suffering from eye and ear ailments. As a result, pilgrimages were made to the well, 

the biggest one on the last Saturday in July. 

Legend also tells us that on one occasion Enda knelt down to pray at the well and realised he had left his holy book 

in Bantreach, about 15 miles west. He told the man praying beside him, who passed the message to the next man, 

and it was relayed by word of mouth till the book was located and it passed back from there, hand to hand, and was 

given to Enda before he had risen from his knees. 

Another story is of a dispute between St Brecan and St Enda over land on Aran so it was decided that each would 

say Mass at the same time at opposite ends of the island, and then start walking towards the centre. Wherever they 

met would be the dividing line between their territories. There was some saintly skullduggery going on however, 

Brecan started his Mass before the appointed time, Enda prayed for divine intervention and as a result, Brecan's 

feet got stuck in the sand of the beach at Kilmurvey, so Enda got most of the land. There is no mention of other 

islanders in this story. 

Sadly the tradition of visiting the well had almost disappeared and it had become neglected. In the late 1970s the 

local ICA tidied it up. Now a tidy towns group known as Bailte Shlachthmhara Bearna, under the able 

chairmanship of Dennis O'Dwyer, have done a major clean-up of the area. They want to create a new level of 

interest in the well and invite people to enter by the gate, have a few moments of peace and calm, and leave by the 

gate again. All are welcome. 

Some of the above comes from a soon to be published book entitled Listen to the Land Speak by Manchán Magan in 

which he uncovers ancient myths that are embedded in the landscape and helps us to see the world beneath our 

feet in a new light 

THIS PAGE IS SPONSORED BY JOHNNY JOYCE 
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A monthly piece written by our in-house social worker Danielle L. Owen LICSW LADC-I  
A Moment to Mind Yourself– Finding Freedom from Substances 

“I moved to Boston 20 years ago as I desperately wanted to get away from the Heroin problem that was destroying 

families in our town. Boston was my fresh start! I did great for ages but inthe last seven years, I have lost everything 

- I don’t know how I got here! I met an amazing woman, I had loads of work in construction but when I damaged my 

hip really badly in a fall. I was prescribed Oxycontin. Even after it improved, I continued to take the pills.  

My prescription ran out but I knew someone at work who could keep me stocked. Eventually it became too 

expensive and my friend suggested I use Heroin. I started snorting it initially but now I’m using needles. I have  

become the very person I left Ireland to avoid! I am so scared about this fentanyl stuff, that it might kill me.  

My girlfriend is threatening to break up with me.”  

 

This story is, sadly, being heard more and more often in my counseling room. Irish immigrants who left parts of 

Cork, Limerick, Dublin, Galway and Donegal to escape the impact heroin was having in their communities, now 

find themselves facing it in their adopted homes. Our newspapers are filled with anxiety about the opioid crisis, as 

well as the harms leading to families being destroyed and people losing jobs, housing and their very lives. August 

28th through September 3rd 2022 has been proclaimed as Overdose Awareness Week by the CDC. It’s an  

opportunity each year to raise awareness of drug overdose, strengthen our efforts to prevent overdoses and  

substance-use related harms and deaths, and enhance our support for individuals with substance use disorders. 

High profile deaths related to heroin/fentanyl overdoses are sadly all too familiar to MA families. For many, those 

who are newly detoxed, released from treatment or jail or who have relapsed after a period of abstinence are at 

greater risk of overdose harm and death. Families have often described to me their fear of finding their loved one 

unresponsive on the floor. “Narcan” can save lives. The Boston Public Health Commission provides many services 

for individuals and families who struggle, including referrals for medications for withdrawal (Methadone,  

Suboxone etc.) as well as the provision of Free Narcan, a medication that has revived so many from an overdose. 

The CDC tells us that recognizing an overdose can be difficult. If you aren’t sure, it is best to treat the situation 

like an overdose—you could save a life; Call 911 immediately, administer Narcan if it’s available and do not leave 

the person alone. No one plans to have a problem with drugs or alcohol. Addiction is an Illness, no one is “to blame” 

yet shame and guilt affect everyone – the person who uses to ease their emotional and/or physical pain and the 

families who struggle to know what to do. Recovery is Possible; no matter how many times a person may relapse, 

they can find hope. If you know anyone who is being affected and are afraid to get help, please encourage them to 

access some of the resources below. Allow us to support you. Call Danielle, in confidence and without  

judgment, at the Irish Pastoral Center. Telehealth appointments are offered as well as in-person  

appointments on Mondays 6-8PM. Phone: 617-265-5300 or e-mail: dowen@ipcboston.org.  

No one has to suffer alone or in silence. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/awareness/overdose-awareness-week.html 

 

https://www.boston.gov/government/cabinets/boston-public-health-commission/

recovery-services 

IPC SOCIAL WORK UPDATE 
The IPC has now established our new Social Work program.  

Appointments can be made for Monday evenings between  

6.00 pm and 8.00 pm.  

Please reach out to Peggy or Patsy at the IPC if you would like an  

appointment to meet with our   

Social worker:  

Danielle Owen, LICSW LADC-I 
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News from Celtic Angels 
5 Must-Have Tech for Seniors to Stay Connected with Family 
Loneliness is a serious concern for seniors. Technology can help. Below is a list of my 

5 suggested tech products for seniors in an effort to stay connected with family  

members and friends. 

By Maria Burke, RN, Owner, Celtic Angels Home Health Care 
1. Smartphone 

While most Americans consider smartphones essential, fewer than one-third of seniors between 

the ages of 73 and 90 have one. If you or your senior loved one does not yet own a smartphone, it’s a must-have  

purchase to make. Smartphones allow seniors to connect with family through phone calls, video chat, and other 

apps. Importantly, they make it possible to reach out to family members in the event of an emergency, too.  

You can purchase them for a very low price and avoid a costly monthly fee by purchasing ones that only charge you 

by the minutes you use.  

2. Tablet 

While tablets don’t offer quite as many uses as a smartphone, they are still wonderful pieces of technology to help 

seniors stay connected with family. They are lighter than a laptop, making them easier to carry from room to room. 

But they have substantially bigger screens than smartphones, which makes them a good choice for video chatting. 

Plus, there are even tablets designed specifically for seniors. Don’t forget to purchase a tablet stand, too. That way, 

your senior loved one can chat hands-free.  

3. Computer 

Many seniors appreciate having their own computer. It’s a multifunctional device that allows them to participate in 

social media, watch videos, take online courses, and more. It’s also wonderful for staying connected to loved ones. 

Seniors can take advantage of services like Skype or Zoom to video chat with family. But they can also chat 

through social media or send emails, too. And because a computer offers more memory than a tablet or 

smartphone, they can stay connected with family even while doing other things like streaming their favorite shows. 

4. Robot Companions 

A robot might not be the first thing that comes to your mind when you think of ways for seniors to stay connected 

with family, but maybe it should be! There are some amazing 

robots available now that not only provide mental stimulation 

and virtual companionship to seniors, but also help them stay 

connected to their families. That’s because they connect to a 

tablet or have their own screen on which users can video chat. 

Additionally, they monitor seniors for potential concerns and 

can use a preprogrammed contact list to alert family members 

if their senior loved one needs help.  

5. Digital Photo Frames 

Seniors love to see photos of their loved ones, but space is often 

limited. That’s where a digital photo frame can help. Seniors 

can view a large number of cherished family memories all in 

one frame. And many digital frames now come with the  

capability to upload photos through the cloud, so family  

members can send new photos directly to their senior loved 

one’s frame. It’s a lovely way to stay connected, particularly 

during special events like a wedding or a grandchild’s sports 

game. Technology has improved our lives in many ways, and 

that includes having the ability to connect with family  

members who can’t always physically be with us. If you and 

your senior loved one can’t be together as often as you’d like, 

consider trying a few of these options. Remember, at Celtic 

Angels Home Health Care, we are always here to help.  

We’re happy to assist your senior loved one in recommending 

some basic technology tools to connect with family, along with 

providing many other services.  

Learn more about the services we offer at: 

www.celticangelsinc.com   

Maria Burke, RN 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/amyblankson/2018/09/07/4-ingenious-technologies-to-help-aging-adults-stay-connected-and-engaged/?sh=8a765a64ab87
https://www.today.com/news/tech-seniors-2022-t253682
http://www.celticangelsinc.com
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Irish Pastoral Centre Fall Events and Programs 
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Irish Pastoral Centre Fall Events and Programs 
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Andy Cooney Day at the Irish Cultural Centre 

THIS PAGE IS  SPONSORED BY 

The Irish Pastoral Centre recently  

collaborated with  

the Irish Cultural Centre for a  

wonderful afternoon on a glorious day of 

sunshine, great food and fabulous  

entertainment with the Andy Cooney 

Band. 40 of our seniors from Dorchester, 

Brighton and West Roxbury all had a 

great afternoon. Special thanks to  

Aoife Griffin at the Cultural Centre for a 

great welcome! 
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IPC October Calendar—Needs Work!  

This sponsored page is a birthday gift for  
Sally O’ Connor from her son Brian 

Massachusetts Irish Legislators Caucus aboard the L.É. 

James Joyce with Ireland’s Ambassador to the United 

States Geraldine Byne Nason, Consul General Laoise 

Moore and Captain Donnchadh Calahane  

Irish Navy Visits Boston 

Ireland’s Ambassador to the United States,  

Geraldine Byrne Nason gives a speech alongside  

Consul General Dr. Laoise Moore, and  

Captain of the L.É James Joyce, Donnchadh Callahane 

The Boston Irish Community sending best wishes  

as the crew depart Boston from Deer Island  

The Irish Pastoral Staff was privileged to be invited as part of an Irish Community Reception on board the ship.  

Pictured from Left to Right:  (1) IPC Business Manager, Audrey Larkin and Husband Brian,  

(2) IPC Operations Manager Jennifer Molloy, IPC Executive Director, Mary Swanton, and Consular Officer Anne Byrne  

(3) IPC Media and Communications Officer, Paddy Davoren and Fr. Dan Finn 

Crew Members of the L.E James Joyce pose for a  

photograph with  

Ireland’s Secretary General of the Department of Defence, 

Jacqui McCrum (fourth from left) 
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Immigration News 

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY             
THE IPC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Immigration and Citizenship Support  

Services Program 

The IPC’s Immigration and Citizenship Program provides information 

and support to immigrants from Ireland and elsewhere including  

obtaining legal status, adjusting status, matters related to Green Card 

applications and renewals, visas, U.S. Citizenship eligibility, and  

applications for U.S. Citizenship.  The IPC can also provide  

information about how to apply for or renew Irish passports.  

  

Staff is available during normal business hours to help to answer 

questions related to these matters. 

 

Additionally, the IPC offers bi-monthly Legal Immigration Clinics 

where individuals can have a free and confidential phone conversation 

about their particular immigration situation with a volunteer  

immigration attorney.   

Appointments are scheduled in advance.  If you would like to schedule a phone consultation  

with an attorney, please contact Maryann Casavant at the IPC’s office by phone at 617-265-5300  

or by email mcasavant@ipcboston.org. 

Questions about U.S. Citizenship?  The IPC Can Help. 
If you have questions about eligibility for U.S. Citizenship, questions about how to apply, or need help with the 

process, including preparing for the interview, please reach out to the IPC.  Staff is available to assist you and 

can direct you to helpful resources.  If there are some questions, or your situation is a bit complicated, we can 

schedule an appointment for you with one of our experienced immigration attorneys at one of our Legal  

Immigration Clinics.  

Upcoming Legal Clinic Appointment 

Dates: 

Tuesday,  OCT 04 

Tuesday, OCT 18 

Appointments are scheduled in advance.  

If you would like to schedule a phone               

consultation with an attorney, please             

contact Maryann Casavant at                             

617-265-5300 or by email at                        

mcasavant@ipcboston.org 

Updates from our friends at the Massachusetts Immigration and  

Refugee Advocacy Coalition (MIRA) 
Safe Communities Advances at MA State House! 

 

On June 24th, the Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security reported the 

Safe Communities out favorably to the House, bringing it one step closer to passage this session. We need your 

help to keep up the  

momentum! 

The Massachusetts Safe Communities Act (S.1579 and H.2418) would end voluntary police and court  

involvement in deportations, and communicate loud and clear that in Massachusetts, everyone can seek help, 

protection and treatment without fear of deportation. This is a message that immigrant communities  

desperately need to hear. 

As it stands, many immigrants are reluctant to seek emergency medical care, police and court protection from 

exploitation and crime due to their legitimate fear of immigration consequences.    

The Safe Communities Act is a critical and urgently needed piece of legislation. Every federal administration 

since the 1990s has misused our state and local police, courts and sheriffs as “force multipliers” for ICE.  

Massachusetts must set its own course to provide consistency and safety for immigrants.  

Will you email your legislators and urge them to contact leadership asking for their support in advancing the 

Safe Communities Act?  It is easy.  Use the tool found at  

https://actionnetwork.org/letters/tell-lawmakers-pass-the-safe-communities-act-this-session  

and send your legislators a notice of your support. 

mailto:mcasavant@ipcboston.org
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Recent Press Release From U.S. Congressman Richard Neal 
Neal, Kelly Introduce Bipartisan Bill to Add Ireland to E-3 Non-Immigrant Visa Program 

Springfield, MA, August 31, 2022 

U.S. Congressman Richard E. Neal (D-MA-01), Chair of the House  

Committee on Ways and Means introduced bipartisan legislation with 

Congressman Mike Kelly (R-PA-16) to add Ireland to the E3  

non-immigrant visa program. 

The E3 program, introduced in 2005 as part of the U.S. – Australian trade 

agreement, has made 10,500 visas available to skilled Australian nationals 

annually. It has been a successful pathway for qualified Australian  

citizens to gain valuable professional experience in the United States. 

However, Australians have only used roughly half of the available visas 

during the past decade. In broad strokes, this bill would enable qualified Irish workers to access the unused  

Australian E3 visas going forward. 

E3 visas are limited to professionals visiting the United States to perform services in “specialty occupations” in a 

confirmed job from a U.S. employer. Under the agreement reached with the Australians, the applicant must have 

university degree, or its equivalent, as a minimum for entry into the United States. The E3 visa allows the holder 

to stay in America for two years with an option to renew. 

“The E3 visas, combined with these reciprocal arrangements, would provide welcome and long overdue movement 

of citizens between Ireland and the United States in both directions, which is so important to Irish America, the 

U.S., and Ireland,” said Congressman Neal. 

“With generations of Irish Americans contributing to our country including helping to build and shape my home 

state of Pennsylvania, it is deeply important to me that we continue to reaffirm the strong relationship between 

our people and countries,” said Congressman Kelly. “Recognizing the numerous contributions Irish-Americans 

have made to the educational, political, and cultural life of America, it is important that we honor their many  

contributions and continue to support the unique relationship between our shared history and people.  I’m glad to 

join Congressman Richard Neal, Co-Chair of the Friends of Ireland, to ensure this strong relationship continues for 

the next generation of American.”      

An identical companion bill has been filed in the Senate by Senator Pat Toomey (R-PA) and Senate Majority Whip 

Dick Durbin (D-IL).   

Immigration News 

Source: https://twitter.com/CSOIreland  

https://twitter.com/CSOIreland
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Monday Night:  Social work  

Tuesday Night: Legal Clinics  

Both by appointment only, please 

5300 to schedule.  
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THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY             
MATTHEW MCCARRICK 

Home to Irish Bread & Scones; Coffee & Tea;  Cakes & Cookies;  
Breakfast & Lunch Sandwiches, Hot Dinners 
DAILY HOT LUNCH SPECIALS INCLUDE:  
Monday: Chicken Pot Pie, Shephard’s Pie 

Tuesday: Roast Turkey Breast, Stuffing, Gravy & Cranberry    

Wednesday: Greenhills Baked Ham, Shephard’s Pie 

Thursday: Irish Boiled Dinner w/ Irish Boiled Bacon, Corned Beef, 

Cabbage, Spuds, Veg & Homemade White Sauce 

Friday: Chicken Pot Pie, Chicken Curry, Rice and Fish dinner 

Saturday: Shephard’s Pie, Full Irish Breakfast 

Sunday: Full Irish Breakfast  

780 Adams St, Dorchester, (617) 825-8187 
www.greenhillsbakery.com           

Great Fish and Chips doesn’t have to be 

limited to IPC Supper Club!  

If you want fresh, delicious fish and chips 

Visit our friends at Adams’ Fish Market  

Tel: 617-825 2211 

Advertise HERE! 

Call us now for 

great rates! 

617-265-5300 

Ask for Paddy or 

Mary.  

 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN390x189745671&id=YN390x189745671&q=Greenhills+Traditional+Irish+Bakery&name=Greenhills+Traditional+Irish+Bakery&cp=42.28330612182617%7e-71.05560302734375&ppois=42.28330612182617_-71.05560302734375_Greenhills+Traditional+Irish+
tel:6178258187
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN390x189745671&id=YN390x189745671&q=Greenhills+Traditional+Irish+Bakery&name=Greenhills+Traditional+Irish+Bakery&cp=42.28330612182617%7e-71.05560302734375&ppois=42.28330612182617_-71.05560302734375_Greenhills+Traditional+Irish+


Irish Pastoral Centre Community Calendar 

The Irish Social Club 119 Park Street West Roxbury, MA      

The Irish Social Club in West Roxbury holds dances every Sunday 

evening. They will be running every Sunday in October with different 

bands each week. The shows start at 07:00 PM. For more information 

about the lineup and who is playing—call the Irish Social Club: 

(617) 327-7306  

 

The Irish Cultural Centre 200 New Boston Drive Canton, MA   

October 09,2022: Derek Warfield and the Young Wolfe Tones at 3:00 

PM. Admission at the door $25, in advance $20. Call 781-821-8291 for 

reservations.  

October 3– November 7: Set dancing every Monday evening at 

06:30 PM. Masks required. Suggested donation $5 

 

The Irish Music Club of Greater Boston  

October 1, 2022: Have their dance at the Irish Social Club in West 

Roxbury, John Connors and the Irish Express will play. Enjoy a fun 

evening with complimentary coffee, tea, and lots of food. Admission 

$10, never a dull evening here.  

 

The Knights and Ladies of St. Finbarr-Cork Club 

October 8,2022 : The Cork Club dance will be held at the Irish Social 

Club in West Roxbury. Erin’s Melody will provide the great music.  

This evening we will honor our Man and Woman of the year, selected 

by a special committee. Always a great surprise when the two people 

selected are announced. The committee selected people well known in 

the Irish Community who are supportive of all things Irish. Don’t miss 

this fun and dance event. Admission $10 

November 12, 2022: The Cork Club has a special benefit for the Irish 

Pastoral Centre. The event will be at the Malden Irish American Club 

177 West Street Malden. There will be a mass at 06:30 PM celebrated 

by Fr. Dan Finn, Chaplain of the IPC and the Knights and Ladies of 

St. Fibarr Cork Club. Immediately after Mass there will be coffee, tea, 

and sandwiches. Music by Erin’s Melody with Margaret Dalton.  

Fr. Finn will present the Fr. Dan Finn Award to one selected by the 

committee. Another great surprise. Kindly mark your calendar for 

this special benefit. If you plan on attending Mass, please be in the 

hall by 6.15 PM. Admission is $15.00 Proceeds donated to the IPC.  

 

The Norwood Irish Music Club 

October 15, 2022 : John Connors and the Irish Express will provide 

the music at the Kinghts of Columbus Hall, 572 Nichols St. Norwood. 

Always a fun time in a beautiful hall, another great Irish Club in  

Norwood. Enjoy a great cup of coffee, tea or delicious cake and plenty 

of free parking. Cash bar. You will always have a fun time here, so 

don’t miss this dance.  

 

Remember: All items and events listed are always subject to 

change or cancellation. Check with your club, group or  

association if in doubt. Please support your local club or  

association. Stay safe! 

Special thanks to Ricard Archer, President of the Knights and 

Ladies of  St Finbarr Cork Club, for compiling the Boston Irish 

Community monthly dance calendar  

IPC Events Calendar 

Mondays: 

Cara Club @ Veronica Smith Senior  

Center-1-3PM 

20 Chestnut Hill Ave 

Brighton, MA 02135 

Monday Night: Social Work Clinic by 

‘Appointment. See Page 12 for details. 

 

Tuesdays: 

Young at Heart @ St. Jerome’s New Parish 

Center  

1-3 PM starting OCT 11th.  

“Le Cheile” Woman’s Group @ IPC  

7:30-8:30PM 

Tuesday Night: Immigration Clinic by 

Appointment. See Page 18 for details 

 

Wednesdays: 

Café Eireann @ IPC 10-12 PM 

540 Gallivan Blvd,  

Dorchester MA 

 

Thursdays: 

Knitting Club @ IPC 11AM-1PM IPC 

Crossroads Café @ St. John’s Chrysostom 

4750 Washington St,  

West Roxbury, MA 

 

1st Friday of the Month-  

Supper Club @ IPC Please call Jennifer to 

RSVP 5-7PM  

 

Saturdays: 

“Le Cheile” Here Together Sobriety  

Support Group 

 

Sundays:  

Monthly Special Events 

***PLEASE NOTE*** 
 

Café Eireann will now take place at our 

new location, 540 Gallivan Blvd!  

Crossroads Café has moved to St. John’s 

Chrysostom in West Roxbury 

As always, if you have any questions, 

please reach out to Jennifer, the IPC  

Operations Manager.  

 

Call us at: 

617-265-5300 x 1 
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2022 Boston Irish Live Events 

This list is compiled by Patrick Davoren.  

If you are Irish and performing in the area, contact : pdavoren@ipcboston.org 

FONTAINE’S DC: LET’S TRY THIS AGAIN 
After having to postpone their spring show in Boston due to lead singer  

Grian Chatten getting Laryngigitis, Dublin rockers Fontaine’s DC are  

returning to Boston’s Paradise Rock Club. Tickets from the spring performance 

will be honored. If seeking a refund, please call the venue 617-562-8000 or visit 

Ticketmaster.com for more information!  

 

GA Tickets $40 excl fees. Previously purchased tickets honored.   

WHERE: Paradise Rock Club, Boston MA 

WHEN: Thursday Oct 06, 7 PM 

TICKETS ON SALE AT: concerts.livenation.com 

DUB DAVID NIHILL: WE MY PEOPLE TOUR 
Dublin’s “Irish Dave” (no, not that other fella!) has blown up on TikTok in  

recent years, and is the man responsible for spearheading “The Real Irish 

Comedy Tour”. Dave is the winner of the prestigious annual San Francisco 

Comedy Competition,  He recorded his debut special for Dry Bar Comedy in 

2019 and has been featured on TED.com, Amazon Prime Video, The Irish  

Independent, Inc, Sirius XM, NPR, Ireland AM, and the Huffington Post 

among others.  

 

Tickets $31.03 incl fees.  

WHERE: Laugh Boston, Seaport Boston MA 

WHEN: Friday Mar 10—Saturday Mar 11, Multiple Times 

TICKETS ON SALE AT: laughboston.com 

BURKE OF BOTHY BAND IS BOSTON BOUND 
Famed Fiddler Kevin Burke of the Bothy Band is making his way to Boston 

thanks to Brian O’ Donovan and The Burren!  In whatever context, be it  

guesting with Dervish or Lunasa, with Christy Moore, in a band, or solo,  

Kevin Burke’s fiddle is a dynamic melodic force, the voice of the master. 

"A fiddle icon."  Irish Music Magazine.  

 

GA Tickets $28 ADV, $23 GBH Members 

WHERE: The Burren Bar, Somerville MA 

WHEN: Wednesday Nov 02, 7:30 PM 

TICKETS ON SALE AT: concerts.livenation.com 

DEREK WARFIELD ON ONE ROAD TO CANTON  
After splitting from the Wolfe Tones in the early 2000s, Derek went on to found 

the Young Wolfe Tones, bringing a vibrant and energetic live show to halls all 

around the globe. With hits such as On the One Road, Celtic Symphony,  

Come Out Ye Black and Tans, The Dying Rebel, Call of Eirinn, and more!  

 

GA Tickets $20 ADV excl fees, $25 on the door 

WHERE: The Irish Cultural Centre, Canton MA 

WHEN: Sunday Oct 09, 3 PM 

TICKETS ON SALE AT: Eventbrite.com and irishculture.org 
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The Celtic Scribe 
SEPTEMBER  
By Conor Callaghan 

 

It must be cliché to think, however brief, 

that light on a wall and our voices 

out in the open are the pieces 

we shall look upon in retrospect as a life. 

There is a danger of circumstance smothering 

even the smallest talk. If a breeze 

shakes another colour from the trees 

we say a word like withering 

without the slightest hint of irony. 

After a season of fruitful conversation 

and reflective pauses in the garden 

we say we know what it means to be lonely. 

Today the first moment of autumn tolls 

like a refrain from the nineteen thirties. 

The voices of friends and courtesies 

are interrupted by thunder and the radio crackles. 

We shall remember it as the impending doom 

and use this afternoon as an example of decay 

when there is nothing left for us to say 

and September has outstayed its welcome. 

Today our clothes will be spoiled by rain. 

We shall drag from the lawn the chairs and table 

that all summer made us comfortable. 

Though all of that remains to be seen. 

About  

Conor O’ Callaghan 

in his own words: 

 

I am from Dundalk 

in Co. Louth.  

I taught at several 

different universities 

in the United States,  

including   

Villanova University 

in Pennsylvania, 

Wake Forest University in North Carolina 

and Carnegie Mellon. University in  

Pittsburgh and I tutor on the creative writing 

DLMA. 

As a writer, I began in poetry and have  

recently gravitated towards prose fiction.  

I have published five collections of poems, a 

football memoir, a Gothic novella and a  

second novel We Are Not in the World. I am 

interested in the relationship between         

narrative and time. I am interested, also, in 

the space between poetry and prose.  

My most recent poetry collection,  

Live Streaming, includes a fragmentary prose 

collage about my late father  

Excerpts from the President of Irelands Speech on 

the passing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II: 

“As we know, the Queen often spoke of how much she 

enjoyed her own historic State Visit to Ireland in 2011, 

the first such  visit by a British monarch since Irish  

independence, and during which she did so much 

through eloquent word and generous gesture to  

improve relations between our two islands.  

Queen Elizabeth’s  visit was  pivotal in laying a firm 

basis for an authentic and  ethical   understanding  

between our countries. During those memorable few days 11 years ago, the queen did not 

shy away from the shadows of the past. “Her moving words and gestures of respect were 

deeply appreciated and admired by the people of Ireland and set out a new, forward  

looking relationship between our nations — one of respect, close partnership and sincere 

friendship.”  President of Ireland Michael D Higgins 

Notable Quote: The passing of Elizabeth II 

https://www.irishexaminer.com/news/munster/arid-40957751.html
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Shane Lowry beats McIlroy to PGA Championship after thrilling finish at Wentworth 
Shane Lowry has claimed the BMW PGA Championship after pipping Rory McIlroy 

and Jon Rahm to the trophy with a brilliant closing round of 65, at Wentworth. 

The early gauntlet was thrown down by two LIV golfers. Lee Westwood went around 

Wentworth in 65 strokes to go -12 in the clubhouse. That marker was improved upon 

by Team USA Ryder Cup star Patrick Reed. 'Captain America' shot a superb -63 to 

claim the clubhouse lead on -14. Matthieu Pavon and Billy Horschel went close  

finishing out on -13 - but Reed was still the man to catch, for much of the leading 

golfer's front nine. Two men that made considerable early moves were Jon Rahm and 

Shane Lowry. The Spaniard went birdie-birdie-birdie-eagle-birdie around the turn, 

and then birdied 16 and 17 after a bogey on 15. Better yet arrived on the 18th as 

Rahm closed out with an eagle to finish -16. Lowry started with three straight pars before a stunning approach on 

the fourth hole set him up with a birdie putt he gleefully sank to go -13. Further birdies followed on the 7th and 8th 

holes, and the Offaly native was right in the mix. 

96-week suspension proposed for Roscommon referee incident 
A 96-week ban has been proposed for a St Aidan’s mentor involved in an incident that left 

 referee Kevin Naughton requiring medical attention at an underage game in Roscommon last 

month, it has been reported. Naughton was hospitalised following the flashpoint at the start of 

the second half of the U17 football championship game between St Aidan’s and St Dominic’s in 

Ballyforan. The Roscommon Herald reports the individual has been handed a close to two-year 

suspension for his involvement in the matter, which forced the game to be abandoned early.  

A special competitions control committee made the recommendation after Naughton  

submitted his report from the game. The St Aidan’s man can choose to accept the penalty or seek a hearing. His 

club had already insisted they would co-operate fully with the investigation into the incident. The day following the 

game, Roscommon GAA issued a statement in which they insisted: “Roscommon GAA strongly condemns any  

behaviour that puts any of our match officials at risk.”  A 96-week suspension is usually issued for a repeat offence 

although a first-time Category IV offence carries a minimum of a 48-week ban.  A Category IV offence is defined as 

“Striking or attempting to strike, or any type of assault on, a Referee, Umpire, Linesman or Sideline Official.”  

The penalties are as follows: “Minimum: 48 weeks Suspension in all Codes and at all Levels, with offender’s Team 

liable to Disqualification, where appropriate; (2) Repeat Infraction within 96 weeks: 96 weeks Suspension in all 

Codes and at all Levels, with offender’s Team liable to Disqualification, where appropriate.” 

Limerick under fire for charging €150 for new warm-up jersey to fund team holiday 
Limerick Hurling team are once again the All-Ireland champions, after beating a 

spirited Kilkenny team that proved to be Brian Cody's last outing as a manager. 

The county have launched a special warm-up jersey that they will wear before 

games next season and they were made available to buy for €150, with all of the 

funds going towards the team holiday. All the names of the subscribers will feature 

on the shirt, and you’ll also receive a Limerick GAA beanie hat and a personal  

letter from Kiely and captain Declan Hannon. However, after facing a backlash 

from the public regarding the very costly price of one of these jerseys, the county 

board has released a statement confirming that it will reduce the price to €100. 

“Limerick GAA wish to acknowledge the concerns raised by supporters over the cost of the recently launched 

 Limerick GAA training jersey in a fundraising campaign for the Holiday fund for the Limerick Senior Hurling 

Team,” the statement reads. “With the cost of international travel increasing the cost of the team holiday to include 

players, management backroom team and their partners is substantial. 

"Limerick County Board will solely be responsible for paying this cost. To that end the unique opportunity to  

purchase this special jersey was launched as a fundraiser to offset some of that cost. The team have not traveled on 

a team holiday so far this year. “When launching the initiative Limerick GAA were cognizant of the current  

economic situation and have tried to keep the cost at as reasonable base as is possible. "However based on the  

response from our loyal supporters we have listened to the feedback and to this end we are now confirm that the 

cost will be reduced to €100.  
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Sports News from Ireland 

IN MEMORY OF CONNIE McELENEY 

Bridges Beyond Boxing:  

Celtic Clash Belfast against 

Boston 
CANTON — More than 300 guests were treated 

to a night of dinner, dancers from the Harney  

Academy of Irish Dance of Walpole and the 

main event - Bridges Beyond Boxing Celtic 

Clash Belfast against Boston. The event was 

supported by the Irish American Partnership 

and hosted at the Irish Cultural Center in   

Canton. Photo credit: Bill Brett.  

The bouts were sanctioned by USABoxing. 

Team Ireland won 6 of the 10 bouts on the  

evening. Winners received championship belts 

courtesy of the Irish American Partnership. 

Next year, a team of Boston area fighters will 

travel to Belfast for a similar cultural                   

exchange.  

World bronze for Ireland’s Rugby Sevens Team 
The Irish Men’s Rugby team won bronze medals at the  

Rugby Sevens World Cup tournament in Cape Town on Sunday,  

September 11th. The Irish team secured third place with a 19-14 

win over Australia. It was some consolation after losing their semi-

final 17-10 to New Zealand earlier on Sunday. Ireland last reached 

the semi-finals in 1993 when they lost out to Australia in Scotland, 

but there was no third-place play-off back then. That option was 

open to them this time around and they had a moment of inspiration 

from Terry Kennedy to thank for the win. With the teams level at 

14-14, Kennedy instinctively kicked a bad pass to his left to allow 

Ireland into space, Harry McNulty eventually touching down in the 

corner for the winning score. They had qualified for the semi-finals 

thanks to a 24-14 over hosts South Africa on Saturday. Earlier the 

Irish team had beaten Portugal 24-0 and England 17-5 on the  

opening day of the tournament.   

ANOTHER TERRIFIC RUN  
Irish Runner Ciara Mageean produced another terrific performance at the Diamond League final 

in Zurich on Thursday last, finishing second in an elite field behind Kenya’s Faith Kipyegon.  

A week after breaking Sonia O’Sullivan’s long-standing Irish 1,500m record, the Portaferry athlete 

shone again, but could not reel in the brilliant Olympic and world champion.  

The final was the climax of 12 global competitions in which athletes accumulated points for the  

Ireland’s Rugby Sevens celebrate their bronze in 

the World Cup in South Africa recently 

Local Sports 

https://billbrettboston.com/bridges-beyond-boxing-celtic-clash-belfast-against-boston/
https://billbrettboston.com/bridges-beyond-boxing-celtic-clash-belfast-against-boston/
https://billbrettboston.com/bridges-beyond-boxing-celtic-clash-belfast-against-boston/


  THIS PAGE IS SPONSORED  BY THE DRISCOLL FAMILY 

 Sports Quiz—Hurling Edition 

 

1. In 1872 Kilkenny scored 7-31 to 0-13 in the Leinster semi-final. 

This was Kilkenny’s biggest ever score (52 points), their biggest ever winning 

margin (39 points) and the biggest total score in a game involving them (65 

points) who did they beat?  

2. Since 1935 Croke Park has hosted every All-Ireland Final with the  

exception of two. What years did the Fitzgerald Stadium, Killarney and Semple 

Stadium, Thurles hold these finals? 

3. Cork and Kilkenny share the record of winning the All Ireland the most 

times in a row.  

What is the maximum number of times these teams have won the All Ireland in 

a row? 

4. In what year did the wearing of helmets become mandatory? 

5. Who captained Tipperary to their 2001 All-Ireland glory? 

6. In what year did DJ Carey play his final game for Kilkenny? 

7. Who captained Cork to the 2004 All-Ireland glory? 

8. In what year was Davy Fitzgerald appointed Wexford manager? 

Answers on Page 3 
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Local Sports 
Boston Currach Rowing Club wins Regatta: An Update from Team 

Boston would like to send a huge thank you to all the 

clubs that came out on Saturday, September 3rd, to 

the Boston Regatta, it was an amazing turn out and 

truly a beautiful day for rowing (although a bit chop-

py and windy). Boston came in first place followed by 

Philly in 2nd and Connemara coming in third place.  

Thank you to Fr Mike for the blessing of the boats 

Thank you Joe Mulkerrins for letting us host the  

after party at The Goal Post, Penguin Pizza for the 

delicious catering, Paddy Mór for the music, 

and a special thank you to Brona for hand painting 

the medals and Johnny Joyce for handing the medals 

out. Thanks also to Jimmy King for the safety boat  

And Finally, Bartley Conroy for starting the races  

Hounds Go 2 for 2 on opening day! 
The Boston Irish Wolfhounds, a.k.a The Hounds’ division 3 team opened up 

the 2022 campaign in dominant fashion, defeating Albany soundly at the 

ICC. Coaches Ben Stone, Liam Swanton & Wayne van der Bank applauded 

the sides’ defense and system based attack which kept Albany on the back 

foot throughout the match. With a mix of new players, up and coming studs 

and veteran stalwarts the side ran up six tries. Debutante hooker Zak  

Krikorian scored two from mauls while center Nick Sommer kicked with 

aplomb from all points on the field. Reserves poured in for the team as  

Garrett Miller & James Chow stepped in to close the win while veteran Nick Hall steadied the back three 

along with Hugh Devlin & Gavin Loughnane. Captain, and Younghound alum, Teddy Curtis was an animal at 

the breakdown and around the pitch. Man of the Match honors, presented by Dorchester Brewing, were  

awarded to Joe Rooney & Will Robbins-Cole. 
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Irish Pastoral Centre 

540 Gallivan Blvd 

Dorchester,  

MA 02124 

Thank You To All Our Supporters 


