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OWe are a Parishowithout

Serving the Greater Boston
Irish Community since 1987

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our St.
Brigidds Day Mass, and
talented harpist and singer Aine Minogue who
accompanied the Mass with beautiful music . We
are so grateful Maureen McNally who braced
the cold again this year to pick rushes and show
everyone how to make the traditional St. Brigids
cross. The St. Brigid's Cross design made from
woven rushes is thought to keep evil, fire and
hunger from the homes. After Mass, everyone
enjoyed tea, coffee and sandwiches from the
Greenhill s Bakery serv
and volunteers. What a beautiful way to honor

the day of the Patroness saint of Ireland.

See photos on Page 17

IPC ANNUAL POLAR PLUNGE

A huge thank you to the Boston Irish Dippers
who returned with the Boston Irish
Community to Wollaston Beach in Quincy,
New Years Day.

The group bravely took on the New England
cold for the annual Polar Plunge which set

out to raise much needed funds for the Irish
Pastoral Centreds Heal
Program, which allows the IPC to support

our community with confidential services

and access to local resources. Thank you to
everyone who came out to support on the day
and took a dip for such an important cause!

A total of $23,000 was raised from this event.
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Government of Ireland
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Welcome to our first newsletter of 2025! It won't be long now until winter is behind us!

We really enjoyed our Saint Brigid's Day on January 31st at the Centre and | extend

my appreciation to our staff , volunteers and in particular to Fr Dan, Aine Minogue & Maureen

Mc Nally. Thank you to Greenhill 6s Bakery and

&
The month of January is when we review our finances and structure of the organization.
As a grateful recipient of funds from the Government of Ireland's Emigrant Support Programme, we prepare
reports for Ireland's Department of Foreign Affairs along with local city and state funding opportunities that
highlight our progress, our community  partners and our growth.

As we head into March, please be sure to register your
attendance for our Annual Saint Patrick's Day Mass and
luncheon on Friday March 14th at Florian Hall.

Finally, as we go to print, our events coordinator Andrea
is ready to welcome her fourth baby. All of us extend our
heartiest congratulations to Andrea and Fran Carly,
Frankie and QOisin! We welcome well known Laurie Vallas
who will cover for Andrea's maternity leave along with our
new part time team member Geraldine Murphy.

As Spring approaches, enjoy the stretch in the evenings and *HAI I I *
we look forward to seeing you all along the way.
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SAVE THE DATE: BLOOD DRIVE !

Boston Children’s Hospital

Boston Childrends Hospital w " dr i
at the IPC on Thursday April 24th from 9AM - 4PM . BlOOd Drlve

Spots are expected to fill up quickly so visit I th
bostonchildrens.org/halfpints, call 617 -355-6677 to ThurSday Aprll 24
reserve. Code for this drive is: IPC. Irish Pastoral Center
_ _ 540 Gallivan Blvd REAT
For more information, contact Andrea at Dorchester. MA 02122

events@ipcboston.org

9:00AM-4:00PM

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN SPONSORING A PAGE OF THE IPC NEWSLETTER?
Contact Amy at aocarroll@ipcboston.org or Call the IPC 617 -265-5300
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Boston Welcomes United States Ambassador to Thank You Donegal
Ireland, Claire D. Cronin! Boston!
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IPC staff and volunteers had a lovely morning attending the Irish 3 . |
American Partnership Nollaig na mBan™(i11 tut1 e wumenus )"
honored speaker United States Ambassador to Ireland, Claire D. Cronin. IPC Board President Mike Carey
Nollaig na mBan is held each year in January throughout Ireland to was delighted to accept this ver
celebrate womends | eadership within td%r?erods%h@dkranG?e&oﬂlA gmmuni
Irish American Partnership commemorates this tradition with a on behalf of Donegal l
celebration event highlighting Irish and Irish -American female leaders charity fund.

and the positive impact they have worldwide.

br e

Thank you St. Brenda Join us for our Monthly

IRISH PASTORAL CENTRE Trad Session !

Boston's Irish Community Resource Organization

"Anseo, Le Chéile’ - "Hene, Together"
ESTABLISHED 1987 www.ipcboston.org 6172655300

Our monthly sing -a-long and Trad session is
continues into the Spring with our next session
taking place on Sunday, March 23rd!

This month, we had a visit from students from Saint
Brendand6s School at the | PC. TH
fun -filled tour of our space, followed by some time meeting
the toddlers in our playgroup. They performed some lIrish
songs and Irish dancing for our Senior Coffee group, some of
the toddlers from our play group even joined in. The students
also delivered handmade valentines card for our seniors, . ]

what a thoughtful gesture. Read more on page 6. A special Musicians of all levels, dancers and listeners are
thank you to all the teachers 4§ all welcome! 0 s
School on planning this meaningful visit.

Join us social afternoon filled with traditional
Irish Music and song from 3pm to 5pm at the
IPC. Tea, Coffee, great company and a top class
session all included!

GAA SPORTS QUIZ ANSWERS: 1. Dublin, 2. Tipperary, 3. Mary Leacy, 4. Breffni Park, 5. 2000,
6 . Aoi fe Murray, 7. Di ane OO0OHor a, 8 . Twel ve, 9 . 2004,

THIS PAGE IS SPONSORED BY
IPC BUMBLE BEE KNITTERS
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News from our IPC Toddler
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A Kanturk Reunion!

Program
This month the | PC a
Shop6 to the morning

activity encouraged teamwork, social
interaction, and communication, all
while developing fine motor skills as the
children carefully used the hair toy tools
on the toy mannequins. Our Toddler
Program takes place every Tuesday at
the center from 10AM -12PM. Infants
from 4 weeks old to preschoolers joined
to sing nursery rhymes, finger plays and
danced to chil drMusidasd Movemantson Weadnesdays
10AM -12PM with Miss Kathy. The IPC Toddler Program will celebrate

St. Patrick's Day on Wednesday March 5th at 10AM  fi 12PM.

All are welcomel!

It was a full Kanturk reunion at the
centre when IPC volunteer and local
artist Vincent Crotty visted with his
sister Ciara to the IPC with her partner
Brian. Ciara also spent time living in
Boston.

astora/

PETROCELLI ACADEMY OF
IRISH DANCE IN
/L ASSOCIATION WITH THE
IRISH PASTORAL CENTRE
Come'joinour/Intro toIrish'Step

Program on/Mondays from4:30pm
atthe Irish Pastoral Centre

Congratulations Petrocelli Academy

of Irish Dance! ‘
Boston, Massachusetts i Irish Dancing Magazine has named L
Billy Petrocelli, founder of the Petrocelli Academy of Irish
Dance, as a recipient of the prestigious 2024 Global Excellence
in Teaching Award. This honor recognizes exceptional teachers
who inspire their students and foster community through the

i Accepting'students ages 3/& up
art of Irish Dance.

First/classfor,new/students

always free

Billy Petrocelliés journey in | ) . ;
No prior,dance experienceis

of five, leading to a successful competitive career that included a
podium finish at the World Championships. However, it was his
passion for teaching that inspired him to open the Petrocelli
Academy of Irish Dance in 2022. Based in Massachusetts, the
academy has quickly grown into a supportive and vibrant
community with multiple | ocati
positive approach creates an environment where dancers of

all ages and skildl l evel s feel
commitment to cultural education is evident as he incorporates

necessary,
Both/Competitve and

Recreational programs
available

540 Gallivan Blvd|(rear),
Dorchester, MA 02124

[QUESTIONS 2/CONTACTBIL LY[@}

traditional Irish dances like the  ceili and brush dance into his ECEEEE

classes and performances. Refl ecting on the honor of recei
beyond any competitive achievement 60i t 6 s about the | ifelong i mpact we have
safe, joyful pl ace where students grow i n IdshDancind Magazime, and |
remar ks, oBilly Petrocelli is a shining example of how I ri
pride. His ability to connect with each dancer and inspire
is not just about dancing; ités about creating a positive

Congratulations to Billy from all at the IPC on this well deserved recognition of your work. Petrocelli Academy of
Il ri sh Dance hosts Intro to I rish Step at the Centre
talented students perform at our Annual St. Patrick's Day Luncheon last year!
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Meet the IPC 2025 Marathon Team
The Irish Pastoral Centre is pleased to announce that Mary Nevin
Walsh and Dana Lawson will our 2025 Boston Marathon runners!
To support Mary and Dana, visit our website:
www.ipcboston.org/boston -marathon -2025.

MEET MARY:

My name is Mary Nevin Walsh.
Originally from Galway, Ireland,

I dm now | iving i
husband Declan and our 4 kids. |
have been running with a great

MEET DANA:

I live in Quincy and am a

mother of two little girls,
n

age 5. This will be my first

Boston Marathon, and my

Widhdellalafe 1&and Neelyny

group of friends ffii m&ashol evérdl. larain |
been in Milton. We meet up rain or in the wee hours of the morning
shine, and run the roads and with my oearly
backroads of Milton, Quincy, and friends from the Quincy
Dorchester. Running Club. | am excited
(and terrified!) to run Boston,
We have supported several local it has always been my dream
charities through the years that to get a chance to run this
include Dana Farber and Boston course. | am honored to be
Childrends Hospi tarunningfohtheslPChdl | be

my 5th Boston Marathon, and |

am excited to be running it for the
amazing local organization that is
the Irish Pastoral Center. The

Irish Pastoral Center does so much
for our local community, providing
many services that include Senior
Outreach, Immigration and
Citizenship assistance, Pastoral
support, Mother and Toddler
groups, Health and Wellness and
Bereavement Counseling. | am tru-
ly honored to be running the 2025
Boston marathon raising money for
this amazing organization.

supporting the Irish
Community in Boston.
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Calling all J1 Summer
Students: SAVE THE DATE!

We have received emails and messages
from students who are interested in
spending Summer 2025 in Boston.
Students can access our J1 guide from
www.ipcboston.org/J1 which has lots of
helpful information on settling into life in
Boston, finding jobs and accommodation.

For all J1 Queries reach out to:
jl@ipcboston.org

We are also delighted to announce that
we will host our 2025 J1 orientation here
at the IPC on June 10th. Save the date!
In collaboration with The Consulate of
Ireland Boston, Boston GAA and Rian
Immigrant Center, this event provides
important insight and safety reminders
for the

student ds

time in

Boston.

J1s will also

able to open

their bank

accounts and

meet other

J1 students!




